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Did more than Europe's discipline had done,
And civilised Civilisation's son !   .

xn.

Of these, and there was many a willing pair,
Neuha and Torquil were not the least fair :
Both children of the isles, though distant far ;
Both bom beneath a sea-presiding star;
Both nourished amidst nature's native scenes,
Loved to the last, whatever intervenes
Between us and our childhood's sympathy,
Which still reverts to what first caught the eye.
He who first met the Highlands' swelling blue
Will love each peak that shows a kindred hue,
Hail in each crag a friend's familiar face,
And clasp the mountain in his mind's embrace.
Long have I roam'd through lands which are not mine,
Adored the Alp, and loved the Apennine,
Eevered Parnassus, and beheld the steep
Jove's Ida and Olympus crown the deep:
But 'twas not all long ages' lore, nor all
Their nature held me in their thrilling thrall;
The infant rapture still survived the boy,
And Loch-na-gar with Ida look'd o'er Troy,6
Mix'd Celtic memories with the Phrygian mount,
And Highland linns with Castalie's clear fount.
Forgive me, Homer's universal shade !
Forgive me, Phoebus ! that my fancy stray'd ;
The north and nature taught me to adore
Your scenes sublime, from those beloved before.

The love which maketh all things fond and fair,
The youth which makes one rainbow of the air,

6 When very young, about eight years of age, after an attack of the scarlet fever at
Aberdeen, I was removed by medical advice into the Highlands. Here I passed
occasionally some summers, and from this period I date my love of mountainous
countries. I can never forget the effect, a few years afterwards, in England, of the
only thing I had long seen, even in miniature, of a mountain, in the Malvern Hills.
After I returned to Cheltenham, I used to watch them every afternoon, at sunset,
with a sensation which I cannot describe. This was boyish enough : but I was theo
on)y thirteen years of age, and it was in the holidays.